
WHAT IS THE MSC's POLICY ON SHARK FINNING AND
WHAT IMPROVEMENTS ARE NEEDED?

 

• Fins Naturally Attached is widely accepted as the only truly effective means of banning shark finning.

• It is by now required by a wide variety of governments and fisheries management authorities around the world but still
not by the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC)!

• The MSC Board announced a ban on shark finning in 2011 and subsequently states that it has ‘zero tolerance’ towards
the practice.

• While you might expect ‘zero tolerance’ to mean the strictest requirements are in place, MSC actually lags far behind the
curve of global fisheries management as it still does not require fisheries to have Fins Naturally Attached in place in order
to gain or maintain certification!  

• The MSC Fisheries Standard (the document outlining requirements which fisheries must meet in order to become
certified) currently does not mention Fins Naturally Attached at all at ‘SG60’, which is the baseline level required for
certification.

• Even at the higher scoring levels of ‘SG80’ (which is supposed to represent ‘best practice’) and ‘SG100’ (‘state of the art’),
Fins Naturally Attached is merely one of several options, rather than a requirement…

• The MSC continues to allow fisheries to apply alternative options such as fin-to-carcass ratios, despite the significant
known weaknesses of such approaches.

• MSC has recently announced a two-year exclusion for vessels convicted of shark finning, but this in itself does not go far
enough, especially as many finning vessels are never detected or successfully convicted.

• As shark finning continues in some certified fisheries, and we don’t have adequate data available for others, it is clear
that current approaches are not enabling effective monitoring and enforcement of MSC’s finning ban – action is needed! 

• As the MSC is currently reviewing its Fisheries Standard to identify whether improvements are needed in order to keep
up-to-date with science and best practice in fisheries management, this is a fantastic opportunity for them to strengthen
requirements on shark finning to ensure a #FinFreeMSC.

• We are calling on MSC to seize this opportunity to raise the bar by introducing a requirement for Fins Naturally Attached
in all certified fisheries which interact with sharks in any way (that is, as primary (target), secondary (bycatch), or
Endangered Threatened and Protected species).

• MSC recently published an update stating that a requirement for Fins Naturally Attached could be introduced at the
SG60 level but noted that fisheries may still be eligible for certification if they were using “an alternative method proven
to be as effective”.

• This represents no real change in practical terms from the current requirements…

• Additionally, as no alternative methods have been shown to be as effective as Fins Naturally Attached, that exemption
would represent a real missed opportunity to drive improvement and close down loopholes which might allow for finning
to occur.

• Continuing to allow inadequate alternatives does not represent ‘zero tolerance’ – we are calling on MSC to listen to the
calls of concerned stakeholders and make sure that they introduce a Fins Naturally Attached requirement with ‘no
exemptions’ allowed!

 
 


