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Fin Free MSC campaign group launches video calling on Marine
Stewardship Council to raise bar on shark finning

April 2021: The Fin Free MSC campaign, supported by major marine conservation
organisations from around the world, has launched a new video calling on the Marine
Stewardship Council (MSC) to raise the bar on shark finning.

The group’s renewed call for MSC to announce a requirement for ‘Fins Naturally Attached’
policies with no exemptions in all certified fisheries follows a detailed recent report from
some of its members on this topic and comes ahead of imminent policy decisions from the
MSC as part of its ongoing Fisheries Standard Review process.

The video highlights that shark populations globally are on the brink of collapse, with the
existence of a lucrative global fin trade a major driver of this unsustainable exploitation.
Shark finning is banned in many jurisdictions, and from the MSC program, but bans vary in
their effectiveness and enforcement and the practice unfortunately continues around the
world.

The video highlights that it is now well-established that the most effective means of banning
shark finning is by requiring that all sharks be landed with their ‘Fins Naturally Attached’
(FNA).

Dr. Iris Ziegler of Sharkproject International said: ‘Shark finning is a practice which, by its
nature, takes place under the radar. The incidences we are aware of may be just the tip of
the iceberg. It is absolutely crucial that fisheries require Fins Naturally Attached. This is the
only effective means of eliminating shark finning as it closes loopholes and provides the
strongest possible foundation for detecting incidences and removing bad actors from
fisheries: if monitoring detects fins on board, it is immediately clear that a breach has taken
place and sanctions can be imposed.”

While an FNA policy is by now in place across 19 of the world’s 43 foremost shark fishing
nations, and is a requirement in jurisdictions including the UK, US, EU, Canada, Costa Rica,
South Africa and Brazil, it is still not required by MSC in certified fisheries.

Susan Millward, Marine Program Director, Animal Welfare Institute said: “Fins Naturally
Attached is no longer merely ‘best practice’ but increasingly a bare minimum expectation for
sustainable fisheries management. It is truly shocking that instead of taking the lead and
driving global action against shark finning, the Marine Stewardship Council instead lags
more than a decade behind the cutting-edge. MSC may claim to have ‘zero tolerance’
towards shark finning but this rhetoric is not yet matched by its requirements.”

The video ends with a call to action, urging viewers to call on MSC to require that a Fins
Naturally Attached policy be in place in all certified fisheries interacting with sharks.

Katie Woodroffe of Shark Guardian said: “It is time for the MSC to listen to stakeholders and
seize the opportunity of the Fisheries Standard Review to raise the bar by requiring Fins
Naturally Attached as a prerequisite for certification – with no exemptions! In the face of
mass extinction, we need to be doing everything in our power to stamp out the horrific
practice of shark finning.

Fleets around the world have successfully implemented Fins Naturally Attached and
demonstrated it to be a feasible and effective solution. There is absolutely no reason why
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fisheries which have been MSC-certified, or which aspire to certification, should not follow
suit.”

Notes to editor

Find out more about the Fin Free MSC campaign at: finfreemsc.com

The Fin Free campaign is calling on the MSC to revise its Standard such that:

1. Evidence of shark finning must immediately preclude a fishery from entering the MSC
certification process.

2. Any fishery interacting with sharks in any way must, as a prerequisite, have a Fins
Naturally Attached policy with no exemptions in place at the time of the certification.

3. The Fins Naturally Attached requirement must apply at all scoring guideposts
regardless of whether the sharks are classified as primary, secondary or ETP species
in the assessment.

4. During assessment, all fisheries that interact with sharks should be subject to an
evaluation of the level of risk (high, medium or low) of finning occurring in the fishery,
on the basis of objective, verifiable criteria such as target species, gear type, and
fishing region.

5. The fishery should then be scored against shark-finning related performance
indicators, with each scoring level (SG60, 80 and 100) requiring a Fins Naturally
Attached policy to be in place alongside a level of monitoring and surveillance
appropriate to the level of risk in that fishery and escalating through the scoring levels
to incentivise improvement.

The campaign is supported by:

● Animal Welfare Institute
● WildAid
● The Global Shark Conservation Initiative
● Sharkproject
● Shark Guardian
● Shark Allies
● Sharks Educational Institute
● Sea Shepherd Costa Rica
● Oceanic Preservation Society
● Mundus Maris
● Migros
● Blue Shark
● Humane Society International
● For the Oceans Foundation
● Fins Attached
● Divers for Sharks
● Defenders of Wildlife
● CREMA
● The Australian Marine Conservation Society
● Instituto Augusto Carneiro
● AGA

Contact: contact@finfreemsc.com or shannon@finfreemsc.com
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