
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

New expert report calls on Marine Stewardship Council to raise bar 

on shark finning 

• Amidst drastic decline in global shark populations, report criticises Marine 

Stewardship Council for inaction on shark finning and calls for urgent reform. 

• A Fins Naturally Attached requirement is widely acknowledged as the most 

effective means of preventing shark finning and has been adopted by 44% of 

the world’s foremost shark fishing nations, including the UK and US, and the 

EU. 

• Report calls on MSC to use its ongoing Fisheries Standard Review to introduce 

Fins Naturally Attached as a prerequisite for certification, with no exemptions. 

16 February 2021: A report (link) published today criticises the Marine Stewardship Council 

(MSC) for failing in its stated ‘zero tolerance’ approach to shark finning and calls for urgent 

reform. 

Shark populations globally are on the brink of collapse under fishing pressure: an estimated 

63—273 million sharks are killed each year and numbers of oceanic sharks have dropped by 

71% since 19701. A major driver of this unsustainable exploitation is the existence of a 

lucrative global shark fin trade. Shark finning is illegal across many jurisdictions but bans 

vary in their effectiveness and enforcement and the practice continues across the ocean, 

including in MSC-certified fisheries.  

This report analyses existing approaches used to enact finning bans, concluding that it is 

now well-established that the most effective means of banning shark finning is by requiring 

that all sharks must be landed with Fins Naturally Attached (FNA). 

Dr. Iris Ziegler of Sharkproject International said: ‘Shark finning is a practice which, by its 

nature, takes place under the radar. The incidences we are aware of may be just the tip of 

the iceberg. It is absolutely crucial that fisheries require Fins Naturally Attached. This is the 

only effective means of eliminating shark finning as it closes loopholes and provides the 

strongest possible foundation for detecting incidences and removing bad actors from 

fisheries: if monitoring detects fins on board, it is immediately clear that a breach has taken 

place and sanctions can be imposed.” 

An FNA policy is in place in 19 of the world’s 43 foremost shark fishing nations2, and is a 

requirement in jurisdictions including the United Kingdom, United States, European Union, 

Canada, Costa Rica, South Africa and Brazil. 

In contrast, this report criticises the MSC – one of the world’s leading seafood sustainability 

ecolabelling schemes – for failing to fully implement the ban on shark finning it had 

announced in 2011. The authors are also concerned that MSC has failed to implement a 

Fins Naturally Attached policy for all certified fisheries that interact with sharks, despite clear 

global sustainability trends and multiple calls from stakeholders in the decade since the 

announcement. 

 
1  Pacoureau et al. (2021) Half a century of global declines in oceanic sharks and rays Nature 589: 567–571 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-03173-9 
2  Brautigam, A. 2020. Best Practice in the Prevention of Shark Finning. Published by the Marine Stewardship 

Council https://www.msc.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/stakeholders/best-practice-in-the-
prevention-of-shark-finning-report.pdf?sfvrsn=3f26ac1c_4 

https://www.sharkproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Analyis-of-the-Marine-Stewardship-Councils-policy-on-shark-finning-February-2021.pdf
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-03173-9
https://www.msc.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/stakeholders/best-practice-in-the-prevention-of-shark-finning-report.pdf?sfvrsn=3f26ac1c_4
https://www.msc.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/stakeholders/best-practice-in-the-prevention-of-shark-finning-report.pdf?sfvrsn=3f26ac1c_4


Susan Millward, Marine Program Director, Animal Welfare Institute said: “Fins Naturally 

Attached is no longer merely ‘best practice’ but increasingly a bare minimum expectation for 

sustainable fisheries management. It is truly shocking that instead of taking the lead and 

driving global action against shark finning, the Marine Stewardship Council instead lags 

more than a decade behind the cutting-edge. MSC may claim to have ‘zero tolerance’ 

towards shark finning but this rhetoric is not yet matched by its requirements.” 

As the MSC continues its five-yearly Fisheries Standard Review with the publication of a 

potentially revised Standard scheduled for next year, this report concludes by providing 

recommended actions. The report strongly urges MSC to revise its Standard such that: 

• Evidence of shark finning must preclude a fishery upfront from entering the MSC 

certification process. 

• Any fishery interacting with sharks must, as a prerequisite, have a Fins Naturally 

Attached policy with no exemptions in place at the time of certification. 

• Based on objectively verifiable criteria, the risk of finning occurring needs to be 

assessed and the extent of monitoring and surveillance required for that fishery 

should be defined according to risk categories (low, medium, high) 

Katie Woodroffe of Shark Guardian said: “It is time for the MSC to listen to stakeholders and 

seize the opportunity of the Fisheries Standard Review to raise the bar by requiring Fins 

Naturally Attached as a prerequisite for certification – with no exemptions! In the face of 

mass extinction, we need to be doing everything in our power to stamp out the horrific 

practice of shark finning.  

Fleets around the world have successfully implemented Fins Naturally Attached and 

demonstrated it to be a feasible and effective solution. There is absolutely no reason why 

fisheries which have been MSC-certified, or which aspire to certification, should not follow 

suit.” 

Notes to editor  

A full copy of the report can be found here: LINK 

An infographic version can be found here: LINK 

The report was prepared by: Dr. Iris Ziegler (Sharkproject International), Amy Hammond 

(Seahorse Environmental), Susan Millward (Animal Welfare Institute), Katie Woodroffe 

(Shark Guardian), Courtney Vail (Oceanic Preservation Society), Dr. Leonardo Guida 

(Australian Marine Conservation Society), Alex Hofford (WildAid UK), Randall Arauz (Fins 

Attached Marine Research and Conservation).  
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https://www.sharkproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Infographic-FinFreeMSC.pdf

