
• This allows fishers to remove shark fins at sea as long as the total weight of fins landed does not exceed a certain
percentage (usually 3.5 - 5%) of the total green weight (i.e. weight before processing) of bodies landed.
• Fishers tend to prefer removal of fins at sea as it allows for more efficient storage.
• However, this approach contains several ambiguities and loopholes rendering ratio-based approaches ineffective:

• a) Ratios tend to compare the weight of fins to the whole-body weight of sharks. However, sharks are usually
landed gutted and beheaded rather than whole. In such cases, weights cannot be assessed against the ratio directly
and monitoring must rely on conversion factors, leaving scope for interpretation and ambiguity.
• b) Both ratios and conversions are difficult to determine for a variety of reasons, including different fin-cutting
procedures used by different fleets and considerable variations in ratios between species. Even if a species-specific
ratio is established, monitoring would still require observers to identify species by carcass alone which is extremely
difficult.
• c) Removing fins onboard and landing them separately means critical catch data used for assessing populations
and informing effective management is not possible.
• d) Separation of fins from carcasses allows for 'high-grading' to take place - where higher-value fins are mixed with
smaller carcasses that occupy less hold space. 

WHAT IS SHARK FINNING AND WHY IS FINS NATURALLY
ATTACHED THE ONLY WAY FORWARD

Sharks under threat
• Overfishing, climate change, and pollution are rapidly overwhelming marine species and habitats, and some species
are more vulnerable than others. 
• As the ocean’s top predator, sharks hold the entire ecosystem in balance. However, their slow growth and low
reproductive rates make their populations particularly vulnerable to decline due to overfishing.
• Up to 30 % of all shark species could be extinct within decades. 

Shark finning
• One of the key driving forces behind unsustainable high shark catch is shark finning.
• This is a cruel and wasteful practice where the shark’s fins are cut off, often while the animal is still alive, and the rest
of the body is discarded at sea where it will either bleed out or suffocate. 
• Some sharks are targeted directly whilst others are caught as bycatch, in both scenarios their fins are often
harvested.
• Shark finning is broadly considered an IUU (illegal, unregulated, and unreported) activity due to its destructive impact
and difficulty to manage.

Many jurisdictions around the world have legislated specific shark finning bans, and include one of the following
approaches: 

a) Fin-to-carcass ratio



As a result, Fins Naturally Attached is the only effective and meaningful approach to stopping shark
finning! 

• A Fins Naturally Attached (FNA) policy stipulates that fishers cannot land a shark without all of its fins naturally
intact on the body and cannot possess, trans-ship or land fins that are not naturally attached to the corresponding
carcass.
• This avoids the ambiguities and monitoring complexities of other approaches: if fins are detected separate from
carcasses, it is immediately clear that a breach has occurred, and sanctions can be applied.
• Therefore, a Fins Naturally Attached Approach:

• Promotes transparency in shark fisheries
• Prevents the cruel practice of removing fins at sea and discarding the live animals (a.k.a. shark finning)
• Allows for the accurate collection of catch data which can inform sustainable management practices

c) Fins Naturally Attached 

• The second alternative is fins ARTIFICIALLY attached. This means that fins are severed from the carcass and are then
're-attached' to the carcass generally using cables or wires or by placing fins in a bag with the corresponding carcass.
Again, this may allow for more efficient storage.
• However, like ratio-based approaches, the fact that fins separated from carcasses are allowed in some instances/
some quantity to be present on board creates loopholes and makes it much more difficult at the point of inspection to
determine if illegal finning is happening. There is also a possibility that fins may not be allocated to the correct carcass,
thus obscuring and undermining catch data.
• Furthermore, this approach can contribute to ongoing issues of excess waste and marine pollution.

b) Fins Artificially Attached 


